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AGENDA 

1. Approval of the agenda 

2. Election of chairman 

3. Approval of the minutes of the 15
th

 session of WG TECH  

 Provisional minutes (with delegates’ corrections) 

4. Derogation rules according to Article 7a ATMF 

Documents: A 94-40/1.2011 Derogation rules according to Article 

7a ATMF 

5. Uniform Technical Prescriptions (UTP) 

5.1 UTP NOI Rolling Stock - Noise 

A 94-04/2.2011 rev1 UTP NOI Rolling Stock -Noise  

6. Uniform format of certificates (Type & Operation) 

A 93-01/2.2011 rev1 Uniform format of certificates (Design Type & Operation) 

7. OTIF Register system - Rolling Stock; National Vehicle Register 

7.1 Amendments to document A 94-20/1.2009 adopted at the 3
rd

 session of the Committee of 

Technical Experts (February 2009) 

A 94-20/3.2011 rev1 National Vehicle Registers (NVR) amendments 

7.2 Common ERA-OTIF Register of ECM Certificates 

8. ATMF, Article 15 § 3 -“ensure or ascertain” 

A 93-01/1.2011 rev1 Proposal for amplification of the Explanatory notes on 

ATMF, Article 15 

 

9. Preparation of the 5
th

 session of the Committee of Technical Experts on 23 and 24 May 2012 

10. Any other business 

10.1 Correspondence with MS 

10.2 Notification of the documents adopted at the 4
th

 session of CTE (September 2011)  

11. Next session 
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DISCUSSIONS 

Welcome by the Secretariat of OTIF 

Mr Karl Erik Raff welcomed the participants, including Mr. Leermakers from ERA, who was par-

ticipating in the working group for the first time and would be Mr Raff’s successor in OTIF. He 

then opened the session.  

1. Approval of the agenda 

The Secretariat explained that the provisional agenda had been sent to participants with the invita-

tion on 18 January 2012 (circular A 92-03/501.2012). WG TECH agreed to DE’s proposal to 

change the order of items 4 and 5 so that the issue of derogations could be discussed before the issue 

of UTP Noise.  

The representative of the EU asked that the two following matters be discussed under item 10, 

“Any other business”: 

• the format of OTIF correspondence with Member States and 

• the procedure for notifying the documents adopted at the 4
th

 session of the Commit-

tee of Technical Experts.  

WG TECH approved this amendment to the agenda. 

2. Election of chairman 

The Secretariat proposed Mr Roland Bacher (Switzerland) to chair this session. 

WG TECH unanimously elected Switzerland, in the shape of Mr Roland Bacher, to chair this ses-

sion. 

3. Approval of the minutes of the 15
th

 session of WG TECH 

Document:  Provisional minutes (with delegates’ corrections) 

The Secretariat had amended the provisional minutes in accordance with the corrections requested 

by the representative of the EU. 

Conclusion: 

The minutes of the 16
th

 session of WG TECH were approved. 

4. Derogation rules according to Article 7a ATMF 

Documents: A 94-40/1.2011 Derogation rules according to Article 

7a ATMF 
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As decided at the 15
th

 session of WG TECH (Ljubljana, November 2011), on 25 January 2012 a 

small ad hoc group drafted the derogation rules. These rules were based on Article 9 of Directive 

2008/57/EC. 

DE gave a presentation on the procedure for authorising/admitting a vehicle when applying UTP 

and TSI, and on derogations from UTP and TSI. The presentation illustrated the following 4 scenar-

ios; 

1. Derogation for one Member State, which is a Member State of the EU (EU law applicable). 

In the cases of paragraphs 1a, c, and e of Article 9 of Directive 2008/57/EC, the decision is 

made by the MS autonomously and the MS only informs the European Commission (EC) by 

sending it a file. In all other cases, the derogation will be decided by the EC in accordance 

with the opinion of RISC.  

2. Derogation for two Member States which are Member States of the EU (EU law applicable). 

These two states should cooperate. 

3. Admission of a vehicle in one non-EU Contracting State not intended for international traf-

fic. The convention only applies to international traffic, so UTPs do not apply. There is no 

formal derogation.  

4. Derogation for two OTIF Member States which are not Member States of the EU. In this 

case, only the law of COTIF applies.   

5. Derogation applicable to at least one Member State of the EU and one non Member State of 

the EU. Cooperation between the MSs and cooperation between the OTIF Secretariat and 

European Commission is required. 

The Secretariat would not be able to evaluate the national technical alternative. It could only check 

the justification. 

After a discussion in which RS, the representative of the EU, DE, the Secretariat and CER took 

part, WG TECH came to the following conclusions: 

1. WG TECH requested that the amendments made to the document as a result of the “small” 

working group on derogations (deletion of the second paragraph in section 1, SCOPE) be re-

voked. 

2. One derogation for a project may be sufficient and may support several admissions. Each 

additional MS evaluates whether the derogation is acceptable or not and may therefore re-

fuse to accept the derogation. In the explanatory notes, the different cases need to be clari-

fied. 

3. The representative of the EU proposed that the explanatory notes should contain an expla-

nation of all three types of traffic: between EU OTIF MS, between non-EU OTIF MS and 

between EU and non-EU OTIF MS. 
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5. Uniform Technical Prescriptions (UTP) 

5.1 UTP NOI Rolling Stock - Noise 

Documents: A 94-04/2.2011 rev1 UTP NOI Rolling Stock - Noise  

The Secretariat informed the meeting that the legal service of OTIF had checked the draft UTP 

NOISE. Section 0.2, “Transitional provisions”, had been added in order to avoid the compulsory re-

admission and retrofitting of about 700,000 wagons. The deadline for these transitional provisions 

would be the date on which the UTP NOI would come into force. 

CER drew attention to the fact that the formula in section E 6.2.3.4 was wrong. 

After the comments from ERA, CER, DE, the representative of the EU, RS and the Secretariat, 

WG TECH agreed on the following conclusions: 

1. In section 0.2, the sentence referring to admission between 01.12.2010 and the date of entry 

into force of this UTP was deleted, as it was considered superfluous. 

2. Section 1.1: the sentence “Noise generated from braking is not in the scope of this UTP” 

would be included in the footnote rather than in the text. 

3. Section 7.4: the whole text in the left-hand column was deleted. 

4. Section 7.5.1: the text in the left-hand column was deleted. 

5. The sections suggested by the Secretariat (7.5.2, 7.7.2.7.1 and 7.7.2.7.2) were not accepted. 

6. ERA would provide an opinion on the accuracy of the formula in section E.6.2.3.4. 

6. Uniform format of certificates (Type & Operation) 

Document: A 93-01/2.2011 rev1 Uniform format of cer-

tificates (Design Type & 

Operation) 

RS asked for detailed data specifications in the event that the certificate was not the first one, rather 

than just a reference to the previous certificate. 

The Secretariat explained that a new certificate might be issued if the technical parameters of the 

wagon were changed (and the wagon number, especially digits 5 to 8, might be changed), or if the 

numbering changed due to a change of keeper. 

The Chairman supported DE’s proposal to make clear in the explanatory notes that if there was no 

date in the “UNTIL DATE” field, this meant that the certificate was valid for an unlimited period. 

The representative of the EU explained that he had not had sufficient time to consult the EU MS 

on this document. 

Conclusion: 

If the field “UNTIL DATE” is blank, this means unlimited. This explanation would be added to the 

explanatory notes. 
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7. OTIF Register system - Rolling Stock; National Vehicle Register 

7.1 Amendments to document A 94-20/1.2009 adopted at the 3
rd

 session of the Commit-

tee of Technical Experts (February 2009) 

 

Document: A 94-20/3.2011 rev1 National Vehicle Regis-

ter (NVR) amendments 

The Secretariat explained that the Annex to document A 94-20/1.2009 had been revoked. No major 

changes had been made since the last WG TECH (Ljubljana, November 2011). Some provisions 

concerning re-registration had been added to Section 3.2. 

The representative of the EU commented that there was no reference to digits 5 to 8 of the wagon 

number in the EU regulations. 

The Secretariat had added ECM to the table of access rights. 

Conclusion: 

1. The addition to Section 4.1.7 was agreed 

2. The title of 4.3 was changed to “Transfer of data from former registration entity”. 

3. The document would be (informally) distributed to DE, CER, the representative of the EU and 

Italy with the amendments shown. 

7.2 Common ERA-OTIF Register of ECM Certificates 

Users had requested that there should only be one register of ECM certificates. One possible solu-

tion would be to set up parallel ERA and OTIF registers containing exactly the same information 

(like the VKM register). 

8. ATMF, Article 15 § 3 -“ensure or ascertain” 

Document: A 93-01/1.2011 rev1 
Proposal for amplification of the 

Explanatory notes to ATMF, Article 

15 

The amendments suggested by the Secretariat were not accepted. WG TECH requested that the 

amendments agreed at the 15
th

 session of WG TECH be maintained. 

Conclusion: 

The wording agreed at the 15
th

 session of WG TECH would be kept. 

9. Preparation of the 5
th

 session of the Committee of Technical Experts on 23 and 24 

May 2012 

The following agenda for the 5
th

 session of CTE was adopted (with items for adoption to be dealt 

with on the first day): 
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1. Approval of the agenda 

2. Presence and quorum 

3. Election of chairman 

4. Report of the Committee of Technical Experts’ working group WG TECH 

(for information) 

5. Derogation rules (APTU Article 7a) 

(for adoption) 

6. Uniform Technical Prescriptions 

(for adoption) 

6.1 UTP NOI: ROLLING STOCK - NOISE (new) 

7. Uniform format of certificates (Design Type Certificate & Certificate of Opera-

tion) 

(for adoption) 

8. Amendment to the specifications for the National Vehicle Registers (NVR) 

(for adoption) 

9. ATMF, Article 15 § 3 - “ensure or ascertain” 

(for adoption) 

10. Notification of national technical requirements according to Article 12 APTU 

(for information) 

11. Consultation of non-EU OTIF MS on two TSIs: 

1)  Operation & Management (merged) and  

2)  Freight wagons revised  

(for information) 

12. Vehicle Keeper Marking 

12.1 Cooperation with OSJD 

(for information) 

13. Vehicle Registers  

13.1  Status of the development of the NVRs in the Contracting States 

(for information) 

14.   Work programme of the Committee of Technical Experts for 2012 and 2013 

  (for discussion) 

15. Any other business 

16. Next session 

10. Any other business 

10.1 Correspondence with MS 

The representative of the EU noted that despite the accession of the EU to COTIF on 1 July 2011, 

the EU was not mentioned as an addressee of the circulars sent by OTIF Secretariat to the Member 

States of OTIF. In addition EU was not any more listed as one of the organisations that had been 

sent a copy of the various circulars. As the EU is a party to COTIF, it is a full member of all its bo-

dies (except the Administrative Committee). Thus, for example, when OTIF Secretariat sends an 

invitation for a CTE or a WG TECH meeting, the EU should be mentioned explicitly as an addres-

see on the front page of OTIF’s circulars. 

In reply to the Secretariat’s question as to whether the Commission received OTIF correspondence 

by e-mail, the representative of the EU confirmed that this was the case. 
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10.2 Notification of the documents adopted at the 4
th

 session of CTE (September 2011) 

The representative of the EU wished to consult the minutes of the 4
th

 session of the CTE before 

approving the notified documents adopted at the 4
th

 session of the CTE, for which the deadline for 

objections was 30 March 2012. 

The Secretariat said it would send the Commission the English version of the minutes (before they 

were sent out in all three working languages) by 29 February 2012. 

11. Next session 

The next session of WG TECH will be held on 4 and 5 September 2012. The venue would be de-

cided in due course (probably not Berne). 
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I. Gouvernements / Regierungen / Governments  
 

  

Allemagne/Deutschland/Germany 
 

M./Hr./Mr Michael Schmitz 

 

 

Head of Department for international Affairs 

Eisenbahn-Bundesamt 

Referat 10 

Heinemannstrasse 6 

DE-53175 Bonn 

 

℡ +49 (228) 9826 160 

Fax   +49 (228) 9826 9160 

E-mail  SchmitzM@eba.bund.de 

 

Autriche/Österreich/Austria 
 
 
 
S’est excusée. 

Hat sich entschuldigt. 

Sent apologies. 

 

 
 
 

 

Bosnie-Herzégovine/Bosnien und 
Herzegowina/Bosnia and Herzegovina 
 
 
 
S’est excusée. 

Hat sich entschuldigt. 

Sent apologies. 

 

 
 
 

 

Bulgarie/Bulgarien/Bulgaria 
 
 
 
S’est excusée. 

Hat sich entschuldigt. 

Sent apologies. 
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Croatie/Kroatien/Croatia 
 
M./Hr./Mr Djuro Ratkovic 

 

 

 

Senior Advisor 

Ministry of the Sea, Transport and Infrastructure 

Prisavlje 14 

HR-10000 Zagreb 

 

℡ +385 (1) 616 94 67 

Fax   +385 (1) 619 64 77 

E-mail  djuro.ratkovic@mppi.hr 

 

France/Frankreich/France 
 
 
 
S’est excusée. 

Hat sich entschuldigt. 

Sent apologies. 

 

 

 
 

 

Italie/Italien/Italy 
 

M./Hr./Mr Davide Poli 

 

 

Expert 

Ministero delle Infrastrutture e dei Trasporti 

Direzione Generale per il Trasporto Ferroviario 

Via G. Caraci 36 

IT-00157 Roma 

 

℡ +39 (064) 158 35 70 

Fax   +39 (064) 158 35 14 

E-mail  dgtfe.div5@mit.gov.it 

 

Luxembourg 
 

M./Hr./Mr Emmanuel Scholtes 

 

 

Rédacteur  

Ministère du Développement durable et des 

Infrastructures 

Département des Transports 

4, place de l'Europe 

LU-2938 Luxembourg 

 

℡ +352 (2) 478 44 89 

Fax   +352 (2) 418 17 

E-mail  emmanuel.scholtes@tr.etat.lu 
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Monténégro/Montenegro/Montenegro 
 
 
 

S’est excusé. 

Hat sich entschuldigt. 

Sent apologies. 

 

 
 
 

 

Pays-Bas/Niederlande/Netherlands 
 
 

 

S’est excusé. 

Hat sich entschuldigt. 

Sent apologies. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pologne/Polen/Poland 
 
M./Hr./Mr Rafal Iwański 
 

 

 

Chief Specialist in Railway Department 

Ministry of Transport, Construction and Mari-

time Economy 

Railway Transport Department 

4/6 Chalubinskiego Street 

PL-00-928 Warsaw 

 

℡ +48 (22) 630 19 62 

Fax   +48 (22) 630 19 30 

E-mail  riwanski@transport.gov.pl 
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Serbie/Serbien/Serbia 
 
M./Hr./Mr Mr Milan Popović 
 

 

 

Senior Advisor for Transport Regulations 

Directorate for Railways 

Direkcija za zeleznice 

Nemanjina 6 

RS-11000 Beograd 

 

℡ +381 (11) 265 65 18 

Fax   +381 (11) 361 82 91 

E-mail  milan.popovic@raildir.gov.rs 

 

Slovaquie/Slowakei/Slovakia 
 
 
 
S’est excusé. 

Hat sich entschuldigt. 

Sent apologies. 

 

 

 

 

 

Slovénie/Slowenien/Slovenia 
 
 
 
S’est excusé. 

Hat sich entschuldigt. 

Sent apologies. 
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Suisse/Schweiz/Switzerland 
 
M./Hr./Mr. Roland Bacher 

 

 

 

Stellvertretender Sektionschef 

Sektion Zulassungen + Regelwerke 

Bundesamt für Verkehr 

CH-3003 Bern 

 

℡ +41 (31) 324 12 12 

Fax   +41 (31) 322 55 95 

E-mail   roland.bacher@bav.admin.ch 

 

 

Suisse/Schweiz/Switzerland 
 
M./Hr./Mr. Thomas Schlusemann 

14.02.2012 

 

 

Stellvertretender Sektionschef 

Sektion Fahrzeuge 

Bundesamt für Verkehr 

CH-3003 Bern 

 

℡ +41 31 325 46 09 

Fax   +41 31 322 78 26 

E-mail  thomas.schlusemann@bav.admin.ch 
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Union européenne/Europäische Union/ 
European Union 
 
M./Hr./Mr. M. Patrizio Grillo 

 

 

 

 

Chef d'unité adjoint B2 

CE - DG MOVE - B2 

Commission européenne 

DG MOVE - Mobilité et Transport 

Unité B2 - Espace Ferroviaire Unique Européen 

DM 28 - 4/51 

Rue Demot 28 

BE-1049 Bruxelles 

 

℡ +32 (2) 296 09 67 

Fax   +32 (2) 299 02 62 

E-mail  patrizio.grillo@ec.europa.eu 

 

Union européenne/Europäische Union/ 
European Union 
 
ERA 
 

M./Hr./Mr. Denis Biasin 

 

 

 

 

 

Head of Sector - Interoperabilité 

European Railway Agency (ERA) 

120, Rue Marc Lefrancq 

BP 20392 

FR-59307 Valenciennes Cedex 

 

℡ +33 (3) 220 965 24 

Fax   +33 (3) 220 966 24 

E-mail  denis.biasin@era.europa.eu 

 

Union européenne/Europäische Union/ 
European Union 
 
ERA 
 

M./Hr./Mr. Bas Leermakers 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Officer 

European Rail Agency (ERA) 

120 Rue Marc Lefrancq 

FR-59300 Valenciennes 

 

℡ +33 (327) 096 502 

Fax    

E-mail  bas.leermakers@era.europa.eu 
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II. Organisations et associations internationales non-gouvernementales 
Nichtstaatliche internationale Organisationen und Verbände 
International non-governmental Organisations or Associations 

  

CER 
 

M./Hr./Mr. Bernard Alibert 

 

 

Directeur Interoperabilité et Normalisation 

Direction de la Stratégie Ferroviaire et de la 

Régulation 

SNCF 

Siège SNCF 

34, rue du Commandant Mouchotte 

FR-75014 Paris 

 

℡ +33 (1) 53 25 35 03 

Fax   +33 (1) 53 25 30 68 

Mobile +33 (6) 27 29 68 91 

E-mail  bernard.alibert@sncf.fr 

 

UIC  
 

M./Hr./Mr. Jean-Georges Heintz 

 

 

Expert industriel et sécurité du TMD 

Union Internationale des Chemins de fer (UIC)  

16, rue Jean-Rey 

FR-75015 Paris 

 

℡ +33 (1) 532 530 28 

E-mail  heintz@uic.org 

 

UIP 
 
 
S’est excusé. 

Hat sich entschuldigt. 

Sent apologies. 
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III. Secrétariat  
Sekretariat 
Secretariat 

 

M./Hr./Mr Gustav Kafka 

  

Deputy to the Secretary General 

 

℡ +41 (31) 359 10 13 

Fax   +41 (31) 359 10 11 

E-mail  gustav.kafka@otif.org 

 

 

M./Hr./Mr Karl Erik Raff 
  

First Secretary  

 

 

℡ +41 (31) 359 10 25 

Fax   +41 (31) 359 10 11 

E-mail  karlerik.raff@otif.org 

 

 

M./Hr./Mr Peter Sorger 

  

Administrative Assistant I 

 

 

℡ +41 (31) 359 10 26 

Fax   +41 (31) 359 10 11 

E-mail  peter.sorger@otif.org 

 

 

M./Hr./Mr. Samuel Flückiger 

  

Specialist support 

 

 

 

Mme/Fr./Ms Sujitrapa Sriwongmaneerat 
  

Intern 

 

 

 

 


