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AGENDA 

1. Adoption of the agenda 

2. Election of chairman 

3. Approval of the minutes of the 12
th

 session of WG TECH  

 Provisional minutes (with delegates’ corrections) 

4. Uniform Technical Prescriptions (UTP) 

4.1 UTP WAG Freight Wagons 

A 94-02/1.2011 and 

UTP WAG Annexes 

A, C, D, E, F, G, J, 

K, L, M, N, O, P, Q, 

R, S, Y, Z, BB, CC, 

EE, FF, II, JJ, LL, 

VV, XX, YY and ZZ 

UTP Freight Wagons - (UTP WAG) 

and UTP WAG Annexes  

A 94-00/1.2011 ERA comments 

A 94-00/2.2011 Comments from the Republic of Serbia 

4.2 UTP GEN-D Assessment Procedures (Modules) 

A 94-01D/1.2011 UTP GEN-D Assessment Procedures (Modules) 

A 94-00/3.2011 OTIF presentation 

A 94-00/1.2011 ERA comments 

A 94-00/2.2011 Comments from the Republic of Serbia 

4.3 UTP NOI Rolling Stock - Noise 

A 94-04/1.2011 UTP Rolling Stock - Noise 

5. OTIF rules for certification and auditing the Entity in Charge of Maintenance (ECM) 

A 94-30/1.2011 OTIF rules for certification and auditing the ECM 

6. Vehicle registers 

Status of the development of the NVRs in the Contracting States 

A 94-20/1.2011 Status on the development of the NVRs in the Contracting 

States 

7. ATMF Article 15 § 3 - “ensure or ascertain”  
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8. EU management of deficiencies 

A 94-00/4.2011 EU management of deficiencies 

Draft working document 

9. Any other business 

10. Next session 
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DISCUSSIONS 

Welcome by the Secretariat of OTIF 

Mr Karl Erik Raff opened the session and welcomed the participants, particularly Mr. Di-

manovski and Mr. Joveski from the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Mr. Peterhans 

representing AIEP/IVA/CRE/VAP and Mr. Metral from CER, who were participating in the 

working group for the first time. 

Mr. Gustav Kafka, the deputy Secretary General, also welcomed the participants (see An-

nex III). 

1. Adoption of the agenda 

The Secretariat explained that the provisional agenda had been sent to participants with the 

invitation on 20 January 2011 (circular A92-03/501.2011). A proposal from the Secretariat 

to discuss the issue of EU management of deficiencies as item 8 was adopted by WG TECH. 

Item 8, Any other business and item 9, Next session were renumbered agenda items 9 and 10. 

2. Election of chairman 

The Secretariat proposed Mr Roland Bacher (Switzerland) to chair this session. 

WG TECH unanimously elected Switzerland, in the shape of Mr Roland Bacher, to chair this 

session. 

3. Approval of the minutes of the 12
th

 session of WG TECH 

Document:  Provisional minutes (with delegates’ corrections) 

The Secretariat had amended the provisional minutes in accordance with the request from 

the representative of the European Commission (EC). GR asked for Annexes III and IV to 

the provisional minutes (with delegates’ corrections). The Annexes III and IV were distributed 

with the draft Provisional minutes for the partipants to comment, but not with the document 

for the 13
th

 session of WG TECH called Provisional minutes (with delegates’ corrections). 

Conclusion: 

1. The minutes of the 12
th

 session of WG TECH were approved. 

2. In future all Annexes to the minutes will form an integral part of the same file. Two An-

nexes were always attached: Annex I, the list of participants and Annex II, the list of 

documents. 

4. Uniform Technical Prescriptions (UTP) 

Since the last session, the Secretariat had revised the UTPs and their Annexes according to 

the EU position documents received on 24 August and 8 September 2010. The comments re-
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ceived on 7 March 2011 from RS and on 8 March 2011 from ERA were also discussed at the 

meeting. 

4.1 UTP WAG Freight Wagons 

Documents: A 94-02/1.2011 and UTP 

WAG Annexes A, C, D, E, 

F, G, J, K, L, M, N, O, P, Q, 

R, S, Y, Z, BB, CC, EE, FF, 

II, JJ, LL, VV, XX, YY and 

ZZ 

UTP Freight Wagons - (UTP 

WAG) and UTP WAG An-

nexes  

 A 94-00/1.2011 ERA comments 

 A 94-00/2.2011 Comments from the Republic 

of Serbia 

The Secretariat explained that Annex B to UTP WAG had not been revised, because the 

OTIF Secretariat had not received the results to resolve the problem of freight wagon 

marking from the EU. Annexes I and PP to UTP WAG were not yet ready owing to the 

lack of resources in the OTIF Secretariat. They would be ready for the next session of 

WG TECH (24 and 25 May 2011).  

Conclusions: 

1. At the request of RS, an explanatory footnote was added to Chapter 6.1.2.2 to make clear 

the aim of avoiding duplicate checks. 

2. Several amendments were agreed further to a request by the representative of the EC in 

Chapter 4 and mainly in Chapter 7.  

3. All specific cases will be transferred to Chapter 7.  EU MS specific cases will be copied 

from the relevant TSIs to a specific Annex, and a sentence referring to it will be added to 

the right-hand column.  

4.2 UTP GEN-D Assessment Procedures (Modules) 

Documents: A 94-01D/1.2011 UTP GEN-D Assessment Procedures (Modules) 

 A 94-00/3.2011 OTIF presentation 

 A 94-00/1.2011 ERA comments 

 A 94-00/2.2011 Comments from the Republic of Serbia 

 

In a presentation, the Secretariat explained the concept of Assessment Procedures. 

DE asked to use same name for the approving authority that was in ATMF (competent author-

ity) and proposed that the certificates produced by the modules related to assessment of ICs 
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and subsystems in OTIF should be called UTP Certificate …, in order that there could be no 

confusion with the OTIF Certificates for Design Type and Operation. 

RS proposed to allow the Contracting States to decide which body should carry out the as-

sessments of national requirements and include notified “designated bodies” in the assessment 

procedure for national requirements, as in Article 15 of the EU regulation. 

It was questioned whether an assessment of “safe integration” can formally be required ac-

cording to COTIF.  Nobody was opposed to the inclusion of “safe integration”, as this is an 

element in Article 17 of the EU Interoperability Directive (2008/57/EC).  After the meeting, 

the Secretariat considered this and concluded that including “safe integration” in the UTP for 

assessment procedures was justified, as according to ATMF Article 10b § 1, the CTE is com-

petent to adopt mandatory provisions for the assessments, and according to APTU Article 8 § 

8, may adopt UTPs which do not refer to subsystems, such as general provisions, essential 

requirements or assessment modules. 

The Secretariat’s presentation of the concept diagram was a working document; it is attached 

to these minutes in a revised form as document A 94-00/3.2011, including the option of “des-

ignated body” and following the proposals from DE.  

The representative of the EC said he had several questions and comments concerning Chap-

ters 1 and 4 of the document and referred to document A 94-00/1.2011 from ERA, which set 

out its comments to all four chapters. 

Conclusion: 

In order to prepare the UTP GEN-D for the next session of WG TECH, the OTIF Secretariat 

would try to resolve the issues concerning Chapters 2 and 3 bilaterally with ERA and the is-

sues concerning Chapters 1 and 4 with DG MOVE. 

4.3 UTP NOI Rolling Stock - Noise 

Document: A 94-04/1.2011 UTP Rolling Stock – Noise 

As no Contracting State had supported this provision at the 12
th

 session of WG TECH, the 

OTIF Secretariat had deleted section 1.2.2 Derogations, which offered the possibility of 

agreeing other noise limits between some Contracting States. In addition, the technical scope 

of this UTP (section 1.1) had been slightly modified and a text adopted by EU RISC as pro-

posed by ERA had been included.   

CER proposed to delete section 3.3.2 relating to the essential requirements on health in the 

left-hand column, as there was no corresponding text in the EU regulations.  There was a dis-

cussion on cabin noise in relation to workers’ (drivers’) health; it was concluded that fulfil-

ment of the provisions in the UTP was enough to approve a vehicle from the technical point of 

view, but when operating the vehicle, the RU must apply national and international rules on 

workers’ health. 

A discussion took place on where the provisions for specific cases should be placed in the 

UTP.    
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Conclusions: 

1. The CER proposal was adopted. 

2. The text of the Specific Cases will be placed in section 7.7 and not in Chapter 4. A Spe-

cific Case is valid for the State(s) indicated. 

5. OTIF rules for certification and auditing the Entity in Charge of Maintenance 

(ECM) 

Document: A 94-30/1.2011 OTIF rules for certification and auditing the ECM 

According to Article 15 § 2 of ATMF, every vehicle must be assigned an ECM. 

The OTIF Secretariat had not had time to prepare this document in the two-column format. 

The Chair underlined that this document should be prepared for the next WG TECH in the 

two-column format with a view to its adoption at the next CTE. 

The Secretariat explained that the certification of ECM and compliance with the deadlines 

(01.12.2010) and the requirement set out in ATMF Article 15 § 2 that only an external auditor 

can issue valid certificates had caused problems in some non-EU OTIF MS. One possible so-

lution was to sign the Memorandum of Understanding establishing the common principles of 

a system for certifying Entities in Charge of Maintenance (ECM) of Freight Wagons. By 

means of a transitional provision in the regulation, certificates issued according to the Memo-

randum would also be valid until they expire. Self-certification by the ECM, as currently prac-

tised in the sector, was not in compliance with the requirement for a third party audit and 

therefore had no legal validity in relation to COTIF, but could help to clarify civil liability if 

an accident is caused by a wagon maintained by an ECM that has self-certified.  

The Chair described this issue as a very sensitive part of the EU and OTIF regulations for the 

sector, particularly for vehicle keepers and railway undertakings. 

MK explained that Macedonia as a candidate Member State of EU is going to adapt its na-

tional legislation to the European legislation, and as a result, the legislative act about Railway 

System Safety will be fully compatible with the EU Safety Directive, so there should be no 

problem with these requirements. At the moment, Macedonian ECMs are still in the self-

certification phase, and after full constitution of the National Safety Agency, they could apply 

for certification according to the Railway System Safety act. 

DE commented that non EU OTIF MS do not apply the Safety Directive, which contains a lot 

of legislation concerning the safety certification regime for railway undertakings. Self-

certification was a short term solution to bridge the gap until the rules for the certification of 

ECM came into force. 

Conclusion: 

The Secretariat would prepare this document for the next WG TECH in the two-column 

format, taking account of problems on the basis of proposals to resolve them submitted in 

due time by the non-EU MS; the aim was to adopt this document at the next CTE. 
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6. Vehicle registers 

Status of the development of the NVRs in the Contracting States 

Document: A 94-20/1.2011 Status of the development of the NVRs in the 

Contracting States 

The status of the development of the NVRs in the Contracting States was as follows: 

Albania: NVR under development, 

Bosnia and Herzegovina: undergoing additional implementation, with the aim of obtaining the 

current ERA software by the end of 2011, 

Iran: implementation of NVR underway, 

Liechtenstein: plans to establish NVR in the context of the revision of the railway act. At pre-

sent there were no railway undertakings with a place of business in Liechtenstein, 

Serbia: NVR not operational, problems with ERA software during the installation, awaiting 

technical assistance from ERA, 

Switzerland NVR operational but not yet connected to the VVR, 

Turkey TCDD register could be operational as NVR after adaptation. 

The remaining 8 Contracting States had not responded to the Secretariat’s status request at all. 

MK explained that a National Safety Authority had just been founded in FYR Macedonia. 

The delegates of FYR Macedonia would transmit the information concerning the obligation 

and need to create NVR to the director of MK’s NSA. 

The deadline for the NVRs to be operational in the EU OTIF MS and Norway is 31 December 

2011. 

The representative of the EC reminded the meeting that there had been amendments to the 

Commission decision adopting the NVR (such as definition of and new data elements) and it 

would therefore be necessary to update OTIF’s decision of 2009.  

Conclusion: 

In cooperation with DG MOVE/ERA, the Secretariat would prepare a document on updat-

ing the OTIF NVR decision for the 4
th

 session of CTE. 

7. ATMF Article 15 § 3 - “ensure or ascertain” 

In November 2009 the Contracting MS were asked to vote on the revised ATMF with the 

word “ensure” in Article 15 § 3 in order not to block the whole revision process, which had 

already lasted for many years, on condition that if this text remained problematic, the issue 

would be resolved in the next revision of ATMF so as to protect the RUs sufficiently against 

false expectations in respect of liability. The word "ensure" only appeared to be problematic 

with regard to the English version. 
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As the document concerning ECM certification clearly defined the division of responsibilities 

between RUs and ECMs, the majority of the participants were satisfied with the current situa-

tion. 

As CER feared a possible misinterpretation of Article 15 § 3, it was requested to propose a 

text to be discussed at the next WG TECH, which might be included in the Explanatory Re-

port on ATMF. 

8. EU management of deficiencies 

Document: A 94-00/4.2011 EU management of deficiencies 

Draft working document 

The representative of the EC explained how the deficiencies in the TSIs were dealt with 

based on the draft working document that had been submitted. This working document had no 

legal status. 

First of all the deficiencies were classified depending on the urgency of the correction re-

quired, depending whether it was a case of misspelling, a typing error, a technical error which 

needed to be analysed by ERA experts or a critical error requiring urgent correction. Page 2 

described the procedure for managing the TSI deficiencies. Errors could potentially be made 

by RISC members, ERA, DG MOVE or stakeholders (e.g. infrastructure managers, railway 

undertakings, manufacturers, standardisation bodies). The author of the input could also pro-

pose an error classification and provide details for the cost implications. This input was vali-

dated by the European Commission, which then proposed a classification of the deficiency 

and forwarded it to ERA. ERA recorded the potential deficiency in the database. Then ERA 

checked the proposed correction or issued a Technical Opinion (TO). At this stage, ERA 

working parties, the task force or the network of representative bodies could be consulted. 

Following this, the EC transmitted the proposed correction or TO to the RISC for information 

or for adoption. After adoption of the TO by the RISC, it was published on the ERA website. 

This TO was valid until legal implementation of the correction through the revision of the 

relevant TSI, with parallel publication in the EU Official Journal. TOs had no legal force and 

were not part of the TSI in question until it was amended accordingly. 

The question was raised as to the transposition of this error management system to the OTIF 

system, and coordination between the EU and COTIF systems. 

Conclusion: 

At present, it was not necessary to change OTIF’s procedure set out in APTU for dealing with 

deficiencies. The EC was asked to consider how the non-EU OTIF MS could be involved in 

the EU process at an early stage. Closer cooperation on dealing with deficiencies in TSIs and 

UTPs would be discussed at a WG TECH session next year.  

9. Any other business 

 Many participants complained that the link to APTU and ATMF on the OTIF website under 

“Technology” did not lead to the current versions of APTU and ATMF, which have been in 
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force since 1 December 2010, but to the old versions from July 2006. They asked the Secre-

tariat to correct this as soon as possible.  

After the session, the links to the APTU and ATMF in force (applicable from 01.12.2010) 

were corrected and are:  

- for APTU: 

French version: 
http://www.otif.org/fr/technique/reglementations-en-vigueur/cotif-aptu-appendice-f.html, 

German version: 
http://www.otif.org/technik/geltende-vorschriften/cotif-aptu-anhang-f.html  

English version: 
http://www.otif.org/en/technology/regulations-in-force/cotif-aptu-apendix-f.html  

 

- for ATMF: 

French version: 
http://www.otif.org/fr/technique/reglementations-en-vigueur/cotif-atmf-appendice-g.html 

German version: 
http://www.otif.org/technik/geltende-vorschriften/cotif-atmf-anhang-g.html 

English version: 
http://www.otif.org/en/technology/regulations-in-force/cotif-atmf-appendix-g.html 

 

10. Next session 

The next (14
th

) session of WG TECH will be held on 24 and 25 May 2011 in Berne. 

The 4
th

 session of the Committee of Technical Experts will be held on 14 and 15 Septem-

ber 2011 in Berne with the aim of adopting the UTP WAG Freight Wagons, UTP GEN-D 

Assessment Procedures (Modules), UTP NOI Rolling Stock – Noise and the OTIF rules for 

certifying and auditing the ECM. 

The OTIF Secretariat is planning a workshop on 12 and 13 October 2011 dedicated to UTPs 

and ECM certification. The venue has not yet been decided. 

Owing to the lack of resources in the technology section of the OTIF Secretariat, consultation 

of the non-EU OTIF MS on the revised TSI Freight Wagons (expected to start in mid 

April when the documentation has been received from EC and ending 3 months later) will be 

carried out using the written procedure. The OTIF Secretariat will not organise a workshop 

on this.  Please note the deadlines for comments and proposals that will be indicated in the 

circular with which the draft TSI will be sent out. 

The Chair thanked the delegates and the Secretariat and closed the meeting. 
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I. Gouvernements / Regierungen / Governments  

 

 

Albanie/Albanien/Albania 

 

 

 

S’est excusé. 

Hat sich entschuldigt. 

Sent apologies. 

 

 

 

Allemagne/Deutschland/Germany 

 

M./Hr./Mr Michael Schmitz 

 

 

Experte 

Eisenbahn-Bundesamt 

Referat 10 

Heinemannstrasse 6 

DE-53175 Bonn 

 

℡ +49 (228) 9826 346 

Fax   +49 (228) 9826 9346 

E-mail  SchmitzM@eba.bund.de 

 

 

Bosnie-Herzégovine/Bosnien und 

Herzegowina/Bosnia and Herzogovina 

 

 

 

 

S’est excusé. 

Hat sich entschuldigt. 

Sent apologies. 
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Bulgarie/Bulgarien/Bulgaria 

 

 

 

S’est excusée. 

Hat sich entschuldigt. 

Sent apologies. 

 

 

 

 

 

Croatie/Kroatien/Croatia 

 

M./Hr./Mr. Djuro Ratkovic 

 

 

Senior Advisor 

Ministry of the Sea, Transport and Infrastructure 

Prisavlje 14 

HR-10000 Zagbreb 

 

℡ +385 1 616 90 73 

Fax   +385 1 619 64 77 

E-mail  djuro.ratkovic@mmpi.hr 

 

 

Finlande/Finnland/Finland 

 

 

 

S’est excusée. 

Hat sich entschuldigt. 

Sent apologies. 
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Grèce/Griechenland/Greece 

 

M./Hr./Mr. Georgios Vetsis 

 

 

Signalling Expert 

Hellenic Railways (OSE) 

Karolou 1-3 str. 

GR-10437 Athens 

 

℡ +30 (210) 529 75 20 

E-mail  g.vetsis@osenet.gr 

 

 

Hongrie/Ungarn/Hungary 

 

 

 

S’est excusée. 

Hat sich entschuldigt. 

Sent apologies. 

 

 

 

 

 

Macédoine (ERY) / Mazedonien ( EJR) / 

Macedonia (FRY) 

 

M./Hr./Mr. Kire Dimanoski 

 

 

 

Department of Freigth Transport 

Macedonian Railways JSC – Skopje 

MK-1000 Skopje 

 

℡ +389 (75) 21 32 31 

E-mail  kiredimanoski@mztransportad.com.mk 

 

Macédoine (ERY) / Mazedonien ( EJR) / 

Macedonia (FRY) 

 

M./Hr./Mr. Vlado Jovevski 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

International affairs 

Macedonian Railways JSC – Skopje 

MK-1000 Skopje 

 

℡ +389 (70) 67 71 27 

E-mail  mztransportad@t-tome.mk 
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Monténégro/Montenegro/Montenegro 

 

M./Hr./Mr. Milorad Nikić 

 

 

Headof Regulator Body 

Ministry of Transport, Maritime affairs and 

Telecommunications 

Novaka Miloseva No. 18 

ME-81000 Podgorica 

 

℡ +38 220230133 

Fax   +38 220230133 

E-mail  milorad.nikic@dzs.gov.me 

 

 

Monténégro/Montenegro/Montenegro 

 

M./Hr./Mr. Zoran Vuković 

 

 

 

 

Advisor for International Affairs 

Ministry of Transport, Maritime affairs and 

Telecommunications 

Novaka Miloseva No. 18 

ME-81000 Podgorica 

 

℡ +382 (67) 65 10 22 

Fax   +382 (20) 23 06 50 

E-mail  vukovic.monte@t-com.me 
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Pays-Bas/Niederlande/Netherlands 

 

 

 

Se sont excusés. 

Haben sich entschuldigt. 

Sent apologies. 

 

 

 

 

 

Roumanie/Rumänien/Romania 

 

M./Hr./Mr. Mircea Dragomir 

 

 

Expert Technique 

Societatea Nationala de Transport Feroviar de 

Marfa (CFR MARFA) 

Bd. Dinicu Golescu 

RO-010873 Bukarest 1 

 

℡ +40 (21) 225 12 18 

Fax   +40 (21) 225 12 08 

E-mail  mircea.dragomir@cfr.ro 

 

 

Serbie/Serbien/Serbia 

 

M./Hr./Mr. Milan Popović 

 

 

Senior Advisor for Transport Regulations 

Directorate for Railways 

Direkcija za zeleznice 

Nemanjina 6 

RS-11000 Beograd 

 

℡ +381 (11) 265 65 18 

Fax   +381 (11) 361 82 91 

E-mail  milan.popovic@raildir.gov.rs 

 

 

Slovaquie/Slovakei/Slovakia 

 

 

 

S’est excusée. 

Hat sich entschuldigt. 

Sent apologies. 
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Suisse/Schweiz/Switzerland 

 

M./Hr./Mr. Roland Bacher 

 

 

Projektleiter 

Bundesamt für Verkehr 

Sektion Zulassungen + Regelwerke 

CH-3003 Bern 

 

℡ +41 (31) 324 12 12 

Fax   +41 (31) 322 55 95 

E-mail  roland.bacher@bav.admin.ch 

 

 

Suisse/Schweiz/Switzerland 

 

M./Hr./Mr. Thomas Schlusemann 

 

 

Dipl. Ing., Abteilung Sicherheit Sektion 

Fahrzeuge 

Bundesamt für Verkehr 

Sektion Fahrzeuge 

Mühlestrasse 6 

CH-3063 Ittigen 

 

℡ +41 31 325 46 09 

Fax   +41 31 322 78 26 

E-mail  thomas.schlusemann@bav.admin.ch 

 

 

Turquie/Türkei/Turkey 

 

 

 

S’est excusée. 

Hat sich entschuldigt. 

Sent apologies. 
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II. Organisations supranationales 

Supranationale Organisationen 

Supranational organisation 

  

Communautés européennes (CE)/ 

Europäische Gemeinschaften (EG)/ 

European Communities (EC) 

 

 

DG MOVE 

 

M./Hr./Mr. Patrizio Grillo 

 

 

 

Chef d'unité adjoint D2 

CE - DG MOVE - D2 

Commission européenne 

DG Mobilité et des Transports 

Unité D2 - Transport et interopérabilité 

ferroviaires 

DM24-2/152 

Rue de Mot 24 

BE - 1049 Bruxelles 

 

℡ +32 (2) 296 09 57 

Fax   +32 (2) 299 02 62 

E-mail  patrizio.grillo@ec.europa.eu 

 

 

ERA 

 

 

 

S’est excusé. 

Hat sich entschuldigt. 

Sent apologies. 
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III. Organisations et associations internationales non-gouvernementales 

Nichtstaatliche internationale Organisationen und Verbände 

International non-governmental Organisations or Associations 

  

AIEP/IVA/CRE/VAP 

 

M./Hr./Mr. Gilles Peterhans 

 

 

 

Mitglied des Vorstands 

Ringlikerstrasse 70 

CH-8142 Uitikon/Zürich  

 

℡ +41 (44) 491 15 95 

Fax   +41 (44) 491 28 80 

E-mail  info@cargorail.ch 

 

 

CER 

 

M./Hr./Mr. Bernard Alibert 

 

 

Directeur Intéropérabilité Normes 

SNCF 

Siège SNCF 

34, rue du Commandant Mouchotte 

FR-75014 Paris 

 

℡ +33 (1) 53 25 35 03 

Fax   +33 (1) 53 25 30 68 

E-mail  bernard.alibert@sncf.fr 

 

 

CER 

 

M./Hr./Mr. Serge Metral 

 

 

Responsable Coordination Normalisation 

Réglementation  

SNCF 

Centre d'Ingénierie du Matériel 

4 allée des Gémeaux 

FR-72100 Le Mans 

 

℡ +33 (2) 43 78 68 18 

Fax   +33 (2) 43 78 65 47 

E-mail  serge.metral@sncf.fr 
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CIT 

 

M./Hr./Mr. Erik Evtimov 

 

 

Senior Legal Advisor 

Comité international des transports ferroviaires 

(CIT) 

Secrétariat général 

Weltpoststrasse 20 

CH-3015 Bern 

 

℡ +41 (31) 350 01 97 

Fax   +41 (31) 350 01 99 

E-mail  erik.evtimov@cit-rail.org 

 

 

UIC 

 

M./Hr./Mr. Jean-Georges Heintz 

 

 

 

Expert industriel et sécurité du TMD 

Direction de la Stratégie 

SNCF 

34, rue du Commandant Mouchotte 

FR-75699 Paris CEDEX 14 

 

℡ +33 (1) 532 530 28 

Fax   ++33 (1) 532 530 68 

E-mail  heintz@uic.org 
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IV. Secrétariat  

Sekretariat 

Secretariat 

 

M./Hr./Mr Gustav Kafka 

 

Deputy to the Secretary General 

 

℡ +41 (31) 359 10 13 

Fax   +41 (31) 359 10 11 

E-mail  gustav.kafka@otif.org 

 

 

M./Hr./Mr. Karl Erik Raff 

 

 

First Secretary  

 

 

℡ +41 (31) 359 10 25 

Fax   +41 (31) 359 10 11 

E-mail  karlerik.raff@otif.org 

 

 

M./Hr./Mr. Peter Sorger 

 

 

Administrative Assistant I 

 

 

℡ +41 (31) 359 10 26 

Fax   +41 (31) 359 10 11 

E-mail  peter.sorger@otif.org 

 

 

M./Hr./Mr. Moritz Reger 

 

 

Trainee 
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3. Approval of the minutes of the 12
th

 session of WG TECH 

Provisional minutes (with delegates’ corrections) 

4. Uniform Technical Prescriptions (UTP) 

4.1 UTP WAG Freight Wagons 

A 94-02/1.2011 and 

UTP WAG Annexes 

A, C, D, E, F, G, J, 

K, L, M, N, O, P, Q, 

R, S, Y, Z, BB, CC, 

EE, FF, II, JJ, LL, 

VV, XX, YY and ZZ 

UTP Freight Wagons - (UTP WAG) 

and UTP WAG Annexes A, C, D, E, F, G, J, K, L, M, N, 

O, P, Q, R, S, Y, Z, BB, CC, EE, FF, II, JJ, LL, VV, XX, 

YY and ZZ 

A 94-00/1.2011 ERA comments 

A 94-00/2.2011 Comments from the Republic of Serbia 

4.2 UTP GEN-D Assessment Procedures (Modules) 

A 94-01D/1.2011 UTP GEN-D Assessment Procedures (Modules) 

A 94-00/3.2011 OTIF presentation 

A 94-00/1.2011 ERA comments 

A 94-00/2.2011 Comments from the Republic of Serbia 

4.3 UTP NOI Rolling Stock - Noise 

A 94-04/1.2011 UTP Rolling Stock - Noise 

5. OTIF rules for certification and auditing the Entity in charge of maintenance (ECM) 

A 94-30/1.2011 OTIF rules for certification and auditing the ECM 

6. Vehicle registers 

Status on the development of the NVRs in the Contracting States 

A 94-20/1.2011 Status on the development of the NVRs in the Contracting 

States 

8. EU management of deficiencies 

A 94-00/4.2011 EU management of deficiencies 

Draft Working Document - DV22 
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On behalf of our Organisation and on my own behalf I would like to extend a cordial welcome to all of you 
and thank you for following our invitation to this 13

th
 session of the WG TECH, the standing working group 

set up by the Committee of Technical Experts (CTE) under Article 20 of its Rules of Procedure. 
 
As always your agenda has many items most of which concern documents to be prepared for the 4th 
session of the CTE due to take place on the 8/9

th
 September of this year where new UTPs are expected 

to be adopted 
 
Meanwhile on the first December of 2010 the new versions of the Appendices F (APTU) and G (ATMF) to 
the COTIF-Convention entered into force so that the UTPs may not only take effect but could be 
operative as well. The prerequisite is that all States which made a declaration of non-application 
according to Article 42 of the Convention now that full compatibility between the provisions of these 
Annexes and the law of the EU is regained withdraw these declarations. 
 
In this context I am pleased to note that at a meeting between the European Commission and OTIF which 
took place in Berne/Ittingen on the 25

th
 February 2011 on the invitation by the Swiss Federal Office of 

Transport both sides agreed on proposals for compromise solutions for open questions concerning the 
Draft Agreement on the Accession of the EU to the COTIF. These solutions consist of  
1. a unilateral Declaration by the EU on Article 2 concerning the Disconnection Clause which declaration 

is to be added as a further Annex to the Agreement and which clarifies the meaning of the clause, 
2. a letter from the EU to the Secretary General of OTIF confirming the accuracy of the text versions of 

the Agreement in the non-OTIF languages as examined under the sole responsibility of the competent 
EU services and 

3. the information that the EU is not going to make a declaration in accordance with Art. 42 of the 
COTIF.  

 
If this compromise is accepted in the Council Working Group on Land Transport due to meet next week in 
Brussels on March 15 it seems most likely that at the 10

th
 General Assembly of the OTIF to be held on 

22/23 June 2011 an accorded text of the Agreement could be presented and hopefully adopted by 
consensus of all Member States of OTIF represented. 
 
It is therefore my appeal to the Member States of the EU to accept the compromise presented by the 
Commission and thus pave the way to the final aim which would be undisturbed and intensified 
cooperation and mutual exchange of information and expertise between EU and non-EU Member States 
of OTIF. 
 
With this hope and these expectations for the very near future and the times to come I want to close and 
wish you a very fruitful meeting. 

 


