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RID:  2
nd

 Session of the RID Committee of Experts' standing working group 
(Copenhagen, 18 to 22 November 2013) 

 
 
 

Subject: Report according to RID 1.8.5 of events that occurred on 4 May 2013 in Wet-

teren (Belgium) during the transport of dangerous goods 
 

 

 

Transmitted by Belgium 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Summary 
 
Executive summary: Accident report according to RID 1.8.5. 
 
Related document: / 
 
Decision to be taken: None (for information only) 
 

 
 

Description of incident 
 
1. On Saturday 4 May 2013 at 01:58 am, a freight train (13 wagons 188 m 645 t) derailed over a 

point switch. 
 
2. The first 6 wagons, 5 tank-wagons of acrylonitrile, stabilized (336/UN 1093) and 1 tank-wagon 

of butadienes, stabilized (239/UN 1010), derailed and overturned; 3 tanks carrying acrylonitrile 
ruptured and caught fire (wagons 1, 2 and 5). 

 
3. The 7

th
 tank-wagon (239/UN 1010) derailed but remained standing. 
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Causes of the incident 
 
4. The cause of the incident was apparently the excessive speed of the train when passing over 

the point switch. 
 

Consequences of the incident 
 
5. – A 500 m safety perimeter was set up (mass evacuation of persons) 

 
– 1 dead (intoxication resulting from diffusion of acrylonitrile (UN 1093) in the sewage sys-
tem) 
 
– 1200 persons medically monitored 
 
– Closure of railway lines during several days 
 
– Material/environmental damage > 50 000 Euros 
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