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In his capacity as the Depositary, the Secretary General of the Intergovernmental Organisation for 
International Carriage by Rail (OTIF) notifies you of the following information: 

The People’s Republic of China deposited an application for accession to OTIF as an Associate Member 
in accordance with Article 39 of COTIF. Article 39 only stipulates one substantial condition in order to 
become an Associate Member, which is met by the People’s Republic of China, i.e. the operation of 
railway infrastructure on the territory of the state concerned. An Associate Member is not a contracting 
party to COTIF. An Associate Member may participate in the work of the organs of OTIF, except the 
Administrative Committee, in an advisory capacity, and must pay contributions to OTIF. 

The instrument of application for accession as an Associate Member of OTIF, dated 27 March 2024, is 
signed by the Administrator of the National Railway Administration of the People’s Republic of China, 
Mr Fei Dongbin. A note on the functions of the National Railway Administration (NRA) of the People’s 
Republic of China was attached to the instrument. 

Article 37 §§ 2 to 5 of COTIF apply by analogy to the procedure for accession as an Associate Member 
of OTIF. However, it should be noted that acts for the purpose of becoming an Associate Member may 
be executed by the Head of State, the Head of Government, the Minister of Foreign Affairs or other 
competent state authorities without having to submit full powers. 

The Member States may lodge objections to this application with the Depositary within a period of three 
months from the date of this notification, i.e. until 26 July 2024. Unless five Member States lodge 
objections with the Depositary within said period, the application is deemed to be accepted. In 
accordance with the third sentence of Article 37 § 3 of COTIF, the accession shall take effect on the first 
day of the third month following the Depositary’s notification to the Member States that the application 
has been accepted. 

(Wolfgang Küpper) 
Secretary General  

Annex: Application for accession as an Associate Member of OTIF from the People’s Republic of 
China and note on the functions of the National Railway Administration (NRA) of the People’s 
Republic of China (original versions received only). 

cc: 

– Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in the Swiss Confederation 
Kalcheggweg 10 
CH-3006 Berne 

– National Railway Administration of the People’s Republic of China 
Fuxinglu, 6 
100891, Beijing 
People’s Republic of China 








