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Agenda item 1: Approval of the agenda 
 

Document:   TECH-18036-JCGE (Secretariat) 
 

1. The provisional agenda contained in the invitation TECH-18036-JCGE of 18 December 2018 
was adopted. It was agreed to deal with agenda item 2 (Appointment of Chair of this meeting) 
after agenda item 3 (Working arrangements). 

 
2. The following Member States participated in the work of the preparatory meeting of the Joint 

Coordinating Group of Experts (see also Annex I): 
 
Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Romania, Switzerland 
and the United Kingdom. 
 
The European Commission and the European Union Agency for Railways (ERA) were also 
represented. 
 
The following non-governmental international organisations were represented: European 
Chemical Industry Council (CEFIC), International Union of Wagon Keepers (UIP), International 
Union of Combined Road-Rail Transport Companies (UIRR) and Association of the European 
Rail Industry (UNIFE). 

 
Agenda item 3: Working arrangements 
 
Document:   Informal document INF.2 

 
3. The Secretariat presented the draft Rules of Procedure contained in informal document INF.2. 

It was stressed that these Rules of Procedure had been drawn up on the basis of the conclu-
sions of the RID/ATMF working group approved by the Committees and that elements from 
the Rules of Procedure of the RID Committee of Experts had also been taken into account. 

 
Article 1 – Definitions 

 
4. With regard to the definition of "sector organisations" in Article 1 § 1 (f) it was stressed that this 

was an exhaustive list which had been drawn up by the RID/ATMF working group, but which 
could be supplemented if necessary. 

 
5. It was decided to delete the definition of "Secretariat" in Article 1 § 1 (p) in order to avoid 

duplicating Article 5. 
 

Article 2 – Aim and actions 
 
6. A proposal by the representative of the European Commission to include the obligations of the 

Committees in this Article was not supported, as the Rules of Procedure of the JCGE, which 
was a joint working group of the Committees, could only set out the Group’s own obligations. 
It was stressed that for some time now, the RID Committee of Experts had no longer adopted 
technical vehicle provisions for RID, but had referred these subjects to the JCGE for discus-
sion. It was also recalled that the conclusions of the RID/ATMF working group stipulated that 
the JCGE could be consulted by the Committees, but could not take any decisions that were 
binding on the Committees. 

 
7. However, in Article 2 § 2 (a), in addition to items requiring coordination between dangerous 

goods law and general railway law and identified by the JCGE itself, the transfer of items from 
the Committees was added. In Article 2 § 2 (c), in addition to proposing modifications to the 
provisions of RID and to railway legislation, the possibility of proposing a process for similar 
items was also included. 

 



OTIF/JCGE/2019-A 

 3 

Article 3 – Composition 
 
8. The Group agreed that although the number of participants should be limited, there might well 

be cases where, depending on the agenda, several experts from a Member State or a sector 
organisation should be allowed to participate. A restriction was therefore included in Article 3 
§ 2 to say that "in general", the stipulated number of experts should not be exceeded. 

 
Article 4 – Chair and conducting proceedings 

 
9. The Group did not support the proposal by the representative of the European Commission 

that the chairpersons of the RID Committee of Experts and of the Committee of Technical 
Experts should co-chair the JCGE as well, as both chairpersons would have to agree to take 
on this additional work. 

 
10. The Group considered it necessary also to provide for the possibility of JCGE meetings’ being 

chaired by a single chair. This might be the case, for example, if one of the two co-chairs were 
unable to attend the meeting. This change entailed various consequential amendments to var-
ious Articles of the Rules of Procedure. 

 
11. Article 4 § 2 was amended so that the two co-chairs were appointed at the beginning of each 

meeting and would remain in this role until the next meeting. 
 

Article 8 – Deliverables 
 
12. The draft Article 8 § 5 provided that advice be subject to approval by the JCGE before being 

sent to the Committees or their working groups. However, since the recommendations are only 
prepared by the secretariat in cooperation with the co-chairs after a meeting of the JCGE, this 
may lead to unnecessary delays. Consequently, the possibility of advice also being approved 
by written consultation was also included. 

 
Article 9 – Languages 

 
13. The representative of the European Commission proposed that, contrary to the draft Rules of 

Procedure, meetings of the JCGE should be held only in English, as it might be difficult to find 
suitable rooms in Brussels where simultaneous interpretation can be provided. 

 
14. However, the representative of Germany, supported by the representatives of France, Austria 

and CEFIC, proposed to retain the language regime proposed in the draft Rules of Procedure, 
which had also proved its worth in the meetings of the RID/ATMF working group. 

 
Approval of the Rules of Procedure 

 
15. When adopting the amended wording of the Rules of Procedure (see Annex 2), the repre-

sentative of the European Commission made a reservation with regard to Article 5 § 2 (a) and 
Article 9 § 1, as these described tasks of DG MOVE and thus had budgetary implications. 

 
16. It was agreed to apply the amended Rules of Procedure to this meeting and to fix the language 

arrangements according to Article 9 for the next meeting. In addition, it would be possible for 
the JCGE to amend its Rules of Procedure at any time should this prove necessary. 

 
Agenda item 2: Appointment of Chair for this meeting  

 
17. In accordance with Article 4 § 1 of the Rules of Procedure, the Secretariat of OTIF proposed 

Mr Arne Bale (United Kingdom) as co-chair. Mr Arne Bale had been active in the field of dan-
gerous goods for many years, had chaired the tank working group of the RID/ADR/ADN Joint 
Meeting and, as co-chair, had successfully chaired the RID/ATMF working group. 

 



OTIF/JCGE/2019-A 

 4 

18. The representative of the European Commission explained that she had no proposal for a co-
chair in the field of general railway legislation. 

 
19. As no one from the plenary expressed interest in co-chairing the Group, Mr Arne Bale said he 

was prepared to chair this meeting as sole chair. However, he stressed that a co-chair should 
be available for future meetings. 

 
Agenda item 4: Definition and prioritisation of the list of items 

 
Documents:  Informal document INF.1 (Secretariat) 

Informal document INF.3 (ERA) 
 
20. The Secretariat introduced informal document INF.1, which contained new items that the RID 

Committee of Experts' standing working group thought should be included in the list of items 
to be dealt with by the JCGE. These were in particular: 
 
– Extra-large tank-containers, which a German chemical company has recently started using 

for the carriage of dangerous goods, and the carrying wagons on which they are placed, 
 
– Obligations of the notified bodies according to TSI/UTP in the RID approval procedure, 
 
– Minimum energy absorption of the energy absorption elements for tank-wagons with an 

automatic coupling device. 
 
21. The Secretariat pointed out that priority should at least be given to the issue of extra-large 

tank-containers, as this was a new technology for which there was a great deal of interest in 
the market. Consequently, legal certainty should be established as soon as possible. 

 
22. The Group agreed that the highest priority should be given to issues relating to the extra-large 

tank-containers. Safety concerns had been expressed in the RID Committee of Experts' work-
ing group on tank and vehicle technology and had to be taken into account. On the other hand, 
the results of the risk analysis, which are expected to be available at the end of July 2019, 
should also be included in the discussion. 

 
23. In informal document INF.3, ERA proposed three priority levels on the issues identified by the 

RID/ATMF working group: 
 
– Priority 1: Preventing reoccurrence of legal inconsistency 
– Priority 2: Solving current implementation problems for the existing EU/COTIF legislation 
– Priority 3: Cleaning backlog 

 
24. The Group agreed with the priorities proposed by ERA, unless otherwise specified below. It 

also welcomed the table proposed by the Secretariat in which the individual items are grouped 
according to priorities. Columns for "Rapporteur", "Timeline" and "Status/Actions" were also 
included in this new table (see document OTIF/RID/CE/JCGE/2019-A/Add.1). 

 
RID 6.8.2.1.2 

 
25. 6.8.2.1.2 was assigned priority 1, as the discussions at the last session of the working group 

on tank and vehicle technology had shown that there were uncertainties in the approval pro-
cess for tank-wagons (see informal document INF.1, paragraphs 31 to 36). This item should 
be combined with the item "Respective roles of the railway No Bo and the tank assessing 
experts + proper use of standards EN 14025 and EN 12663". The rapporteur on this point is 
Germany, which had agreed to carry out a fundamental analysis of the problem and submit a 
proposal to resolve the issue of how the approval procedure could be arranged in future. 

 
  



OTIF/JCGE/2019-A 

 5 

RID 6.8.2.1.29 
 
26. As proposed by ERA, this point was left under priority 3, although it would also have to be dealt 

with in relation to extra-large tank-containers. 
 

RID 6.8.2.5.2 
 
27. This item was moved to priority 3. Although it was recognised that some markings to be affixed 

to tank-wagons were already regulated in general railway law, there was no urgent need for 
action in this respect. 

 
RID 6.8.3.1.6 

 
28. It was recalled that the provision on fitting gas tank-wagons and battery-wagons with buffers 

with a minimum energy absorption capacity of 70 kJ from an earlier UIC leaflet was incorpo-
rated into RID after these requirements had not been taken into account in the TSI Wagons. 
However, this item was included in priority 1, as it could be regarded as a test case for further 
work. As this question was also related to the equipment of gas tank-wagons and battery-
wagons with energy absorption elements, it was decided to deal with this item in conjunction 
with special provision TE 22, which had to be applied for toxic and flammable gases in addition 
to the provision of 6.8.3.1.6. The representative of UIP agreed to report on the current state of 
the art at the next JCGE session. 

 
RID 6.8.4, TE 16 

 
29. This special provision only concerns six entries in Table A of RID and there was some doubt 

as to whether tank-wagons with wooden components still exist. As proposed by ERA, this item 
was kept in priority 3. 

 
RID 6.8.4, TE 17 

 
30. This special provision also concerns only six entries in Table A of RID and the question arose 

as to whether demountable tanks are still used for carriage at all. As proposed by ERA, this 
item remained under priority 3. 

 
RID 6.8.4, TE 22 

 
31. As explained in paragraph 28, this item should be dealt with together with 6.8.3.1.6 as priority 

1. Special provision TU 38 of 4.3.5, which describes the measures to be taken after plastic 
deformation of energy absorption elements, should also be taken into account. 

 
32. Special provision TE 22 also contains information on the energy absorption of tank-wagons 

with automatic coupling devices. Paragraphs 40 to 42 of informal document INF.1, in which an 
increase of the energy absorption value from 130 kJ to 140 kJ is proposed, should be taken 
into account. 

 
RID 6.8.4, TE 25 

 
33. Special provision TE 25 contains provisions to protect against the overriding of buffers or to 

limit the damage caused by the overriding of buffers. As proposed by ERA, this item remained 
in priority 3. When dealing with this item, it would also be necessary to discuss how to proceed 
with tank-wagons that are not equipped with buffers. 
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Extra-large tank-containers 
 
34. Items relating to extra-large tank-containers would be dealt with under priority 1 (see paragraph 

22). Under this item all the questions set out in paragraphs 8 to 12, 20 to 22, 35 to 40, 46 to 
50 and 27 to 30 of informal document INF.1 must be taken into account. 

 
RID 7.1.1 

 
35. This item, which concerns the equipment of wagons with derailment detection devices, was 

moved from priority 3 to priority 1, as ERA had already agreed to develop a TSI for this pur-
pose. No further discussion on this item in the JCGE was considered necessary. However, at 
the next JCGE meeting ERA and DG MOVE would provide an update on the measures taken. 

 
Working group on inspection and certification of tanks 
 

36. Priority 1 for this item was confirmed, as the conclusions of this informal working group would 
be presented to the RID/ADR/ADN Joint Meeting in March 2019. 

 
Impact assessment 

 
37. As there is no obligation to carry out a risk analysis and the JCGE cannot take any further 

action on this point, the point was moved to priority 3. 
 

Train composition 
 
38. This item, which concerns the harmonisation of national provisions on train composition, was 

kept under priority 2. 
 

Telematics and TAF TSI 
 
40. This item would remain as priority 1 due to ongoing parallel activities. It was noted that a guide-

line for the use of RID/ADR/ADN 5.4.0.2 was currently being developed within the framework 
of the working group on telematics of the RID/ADN/ADN Joint Meeting, the purpose of which 
is to support the development of a harmonised system for the use of electronic transport doc-
uments during the carriage of dangerous goods. The working group on telematics would meet 
again on 6 and 7 June 2019 to complete work on this guideline. 

 
40. In the framework of this working group, the European Union also presented an overview of a 

proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on electronic freight 
transport information (eFTI). 

 
41. The representative of UIP pointed out that the TAF TSI was currently being revised and would 

also contain other information in future, such as whether the train contained wagons with de-
railment detectors. 

 
Maintenance process and rules 

 
42. This item would be included under priority 1 at ERA's request. 
 

Safety responsibilities 
 
43. As proposed by ERA, this item was assigned priority 1. At the request of UIP, the TSI Operation 

should also be taken into account. 
 
  



OTIF/JCGE/2019-A 

 7 

Change to the railway system 
 
44. The Group agreed to assign this item priority 1, as this would avoid inconsistencies from the 

outset. Since this item did not contain any problems to be resolved in column 2, it could appear 
as a placeholder at the beginning of the priority table for any problems that may arise in the 
future. 

 
Reporting of accidents and incidents 

 
45. Although this item had priority 1, it did not have to be dealt with by the JCGE for the time being 

because an informal working group of the RID/ADR/ADN Joint Meeting had been set up for 
this purpose. 

 
National provisions 

 
46. This item remained under priority 2 and should be dealt with together with the item on train 

composition, as it also concerns the harmonisation of national rules (see paragraph 38). It was 
pointed out that the representative of UIC had informed the RID Committee of Experts' stand-
ing working group of an ongoing study on national provisions concerning the carriage of dan-
gerous goods by rail (see OTIF/RID/CE/GTP/2017-A, paragraphs 76 and 77). UIC was asked 
to report on the current status of this study at the next JCGE meeting. 

 
47. The representative of France referred to the importance of national provisions. If a safety pro-

vision was not adopted at international level, it would have to be possible to take national 
measures in order to be able to maintain the required level of safety on certain sections of the 
railway network. As alternative lines were not always available, this was of particular im-
portance, as the removal of national measures for reasons of harmonisation could lead to a 
traffic ban. 

 
Agenda item 5: Discussion on list of items 

 
48. This agenda item was dealt with together with agenda item 4. 
 

Agenda item 6: Next steps 
 
49. The Secretariat was asked to forward to the participants, together with this report, the new list 

of items to be dealt with by the JCGE, arranged according to priorities and containing the 
rapporteurs and the actions proposed so far (see also paragraph 24; see document 
OTIF/RID/CE/JCGE/2019-A/Add.1). 

 
50. The proposal made by the representative of Romania to include a definition of "rapporteur" in 

the Rules of Procedure was not considered necessary by the Group, as this term was self-
explanatory. 

 
51. ERA and DG MOVE were invited to indicate at the next meeting whether they are dealing with 

specific items. 
 
52. The representative of Luxembourg proposed that each meeting of the JCGE should include 

an agenda item under which priorities could be updated. 
 
53. The Secretariat stated that it would include a separate area for the JCGE on its website. 
 

Agenda item 7: Next meeting 
 
54. The Group agreed to hold the next JCGE meeting in Berne from 9 to 11 September 2019. The 

meeting would start at 14.00 on 9 September and would end at 13.00 on 11 September. 
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Agenda item 8: Any other business 
 
55. No discussions were held on this agenda item. 
 

__________ 
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Annex I 

 
 

Gouvernements / Regierungen / Governments 
  
  
Allemagne/Deutschland/Germany 
 
M./Hr./Mr. Alfons Hoffmann 

 
 
Sachbearbeiter 
Bundesministerium für Verkehr und digitale 
Infrastruktur (BMVI) 
Referat G 24 – Beförderung gefährlicher Güter  
Robert-Schuman-Platz 1 
53175 Bonn 
Deutschland 
 
  +49 (228) 99 300 2553 
Fax  +49 (228) 99 300 807 2553 
E-mail alfons.hoffmann@bmvi.bund.de 
 

Allemagne/Deutschland/Germany 
 
M./Hr./Mr. Alexander Haberkorn 

 
 
Referent für Gefahrgutkontrolle und 
atomrechtliche Aufsicht 
Eisenbahn-Bundesamt 
Heinemannstraße 6 
53175 Bonn 
Deutschland 
 
  +49 (228) 9826 332 
E-mail  HaberkornA@eba.bund.de 
 

Autriche/Österreich/Austria 
 
M./Hr./Mr. Othmar Krammer 

 
 
Leiter der Gefahrgutabteilung 
Bundesministerium für Verkehr, Innovation und 
Technologie 
Sektion IV 
Abt. ST3 – Gefahrgut und Containersicherheit 
Radetzkystraße 2 
1030 Wien 
Österreich 
 
  +43 (1) 71162 65 58 80 
Fax  +43 (1) 71162 65 65880 
E-mail  othmar.krammer@bmvit.gv.at 
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Belgique/Belgien/Belgium 
 
Mme./Fr./Ms. Caroline Bailleux 

 
 
Ingénieur, Expert RID/matériel roulant 
Service public fédéral Mobilité et Transports 
Service de Sécurité et Interopérabilité des 
chemins de fer 
Rue du Progrès 56 
1210 Bruxelles 
Belgique 
 
  +32 (2) 277 39 16 
Fax  +32 (2) 277 40 55 
E-mail caroline.bailleux@mobilit.fgov.be 
 

France/Frankreich/France 
 
M./Hr./Mr. Claude Pfauvadel 
 

 
 
Chef de la Mission du transport de matières dan-
gereuses 
Ministère de l'Écologie, du Développement 
durable et de l'Énergie 
Direction générale de la prévention des risques 
Service des risques technologiques 
Sous-direction des risques accidentels 
Tour Sequoia 
92055 La Défense Cedex 
France 
 
  +33 (1) 40 81 87 66 
Fax  +33 (1) 40 81 10 65 
E-mail  claude.pfauvadel@developpement-
  durable.gouv.fr 
 

Italie/Italien/Italy 
 
M./Hr./Mr. Rocco Cammarata 
 

 
 
Head of Technical Standards of Vehicles Office 
Agenzia Nazionale per la Sicurezza delle Ferro-
vie 
Piazza della Stazione 45 
50123 Firenze 
Italia 
 
  +39 (055) 298 97 19 
Fax  +39 (055) 238 25 09 
E-mail  rocco.cammarata@ansf.gov.it 
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Italie/Italien/Italy 
 
M./Hr./Mr. Benedetto Legittimo 
 
 

 
 
Dott. Ing., Engineering Officer  
Ministero delle Infrastrutture e dei Trasporti 
Dipartimento per i Trasporti, la Navigazione gli 
Affari Generali ed il Personale 
Direzione Generale per il Trasporto e le Infras-
trutture Ferroviarie 
Divisione 5 - Interoperabilità - Trasporto merci 
pericolose – Normativa 
Via Giuseppe Caraci 36 
00157 Roma 
Italia 
 
  +39 (06) 41583549 
Fax  +39 (06) 41583577 
E-mail  benedetto.legittimo@mit.gov.it 
 

Luxembourg 
 
M./Hr./Mr. Albrecht Wustrau 

 
 
Chargé de Direction Cellule “Transport de 
Marchandises Dangereuses” 
SNCA s.a.r.l 
11, rte de Luxembourg 
5201 Sandweiler 
Luxembourg 
 
  +352 (35) 7214283 
Fax  +352 (35) 7214306  
E-mail  albrecht.wustrau@snca.lu 
 

Luxembourg 
 
M./Hr./Mr. Iliass Zerktouni 

 
 
Engineer 
Ministère du Développement durable et des 
Infrastructures 
4, place de l'Europe 
1499 Luxembourg 
Luxembourg 
 
  +352 (247) 84992 
E-mail iliass.zerktouni@tr.etat.lu 
 

Pays-Bas/Niederlande/Netherlands 
 
M./Hr./Mr. Arjan Walsweer 
 
 

 
 
Policy advisor transport of dangerous goods 
National Institute for Public Health and the 
Environment (RIVM) - Centre for Safety of 
Substances and Products (VSP) – Department 
of Nanotechnology, Occupational Health and 
Transport Safety 
P.O. Box 1 
3720 BA Bilthoven 
The Netherlands 
 
  +31 (6) 25763236 
E-mail arjan.walsweer@rivm.nl 
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Roumanie/Rumänien/Romania 
 
M./Hr./Mr. Dragoş Floroiu 

 
 
Scientific Secretary 
Romanian Railway Authority – AFER 
Calea Grivitei, #393 
Sector 1 
Bucharest 
Romania 
 
  +40 (21) 3071876 
Fax  +40 (21) 3160597 
E-mail dragos.floroiu@afer.ro 
 

Royaume-Uni/Vereinigtes Königreich/ 
United Kingdom 
 
M./Hr./Mr. Arne Bale 
 

 
 
 
Chief Consultant – Dangerous Goods 
SOCOTEC 
1 Jefferson Way 
Thame 
Oxfordshire OX9 3SZ 
United Kingdom 
 
  +44 (01844) 873733 
E-mail  arne.bale@socotec.com 
 

Suisse/Schweiz/Switzerland 
 
M./Hr./Mr. Colin Bonnet 
 

 
 
Expert transport des marchandises dangereuses 
Office fédéral des transports (OFT) 
Division technique 
Section Environnement 
3003 Bern 
 
  +41 (58) 463 89 96 
E-mail  colin.bonnet@bav.admin.ch 
 

Suisse/Schweiz/Switzerland 
 
M./Hr./Mr. Valérie Blanchard 
 
 

 
 
Surveillance du marché - Contenants marchan-
dises dangereuses 
Département fédéral de l'Environnement, des 
Transports, de l'Énergie et de la Communication 
DETEC – Office fédéral des transports OFT – 
Section Environnement 
Mühlestrasse 6 
3063 Ittigen 
 
  +41 584657272 
Fax  +41 22 917 00 39 
E-mail  valerie.blanchard@bav.admin.ch 
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Organisation régionale d’intégration économique 
Regionale Organisation für wirtschaftliche Integration 
Regional economic integration organisation 
 
Union européenne/Europäische Union/ European Union 
 
Commission européenne / Europäische 
Kommission / European Commission 
 
Mme./Fr./Ms. Alice Polo 

 
 
 
Policy Officer 
European Commission 
Directorate General for Mobility and Transport 
Unit C4 – Rail Safety and Interoperability 
building DM28 
1049 Brussels 
Belgium 
 
  +32 (0) 22996634 
E-mail  alice.polo@ec.europa.eu 
 

European Union Agency for Railways 
(ERA) 
 
M./Hr./Mr. Andreas Schirmer 

 
 
European Union Agency for Railways (ERA) 
120, rue Marc Lefranq 
59307 Valenciennes 
France 
 
  +33 (678) 968 050 
E-mail  andreas.schirmer@era.europa.eu 
 

Organisations et associations internationales non-gouvernementales 
Nichtstaatliche internationale Organisationen und Verbände 
International non-governmental Organisations or Associations 
  
CEFIC 
 
M./Hr./Mr. Jörg Roth 
 

 
 
Mitarbeiter Wissenschaft, Technik und Umwelt 
Verband der chemischen Industrie e.V. 
Bereich Umweltschutz, Anlagensicherheit, 
Verkehr 
Mainzer Landstraße 55 
60329 Frankfurt/Main 
Deutschland 
 
  +49 (69) 2556 1444 
Fax  +49 (69) 2556 1512 
E-mail  jRoth@vci.de 
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UIP 
 
M./Hr./Mr. Gilles Peterhans 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Secretary General 
International Union of Wagon Keepers (UIP) 
Rue Montoyer 23 
Bruxelles 
Belgique 
 
  +32 (2) 672 88 47 
E-mail  gilles.peterhans@uiprail.org 
 

UIRR 
 
M./Hr./Mr. Onorato Zanini 

 
 
Gefahrgutbeautragter 
HUPAC 
Viale R. Manzoni 6 
6830 Chiasso 
 
  +41 58 855 82 10 
Fax  +41 58 855 88 01 
E-mail  ozanini@hupac.ch 

UNIFE 
 
M./Hr./Mr. Sebastian Giera 

 
 
Senior Legal Counsel 
Bombardier Transportation GmbH 
Am Rachenau Park 1 
16761 Mennigsdorf 
Deutschland 
 
   +49 (03) 98 607 19 79 
Mobile +49 (174) 920 27 49 
E-mail sebastian.giera@rail.bombardier.com 
 

Secrétariat  
Sekretariat 
Secretariat 
  

M./Hr./Mr. Bas Leermakers Head of Technical Interoperability Department 
  +41 (0)31 359 10 25 
E-mail bas.leermakers@otif.org 
 

Mme/Fr./Mrs. Maria Price First Officer Technical Interoperability Depart-
ment 
  +41 (0)31 359 10 26 
E-mail maria.price@otif.org 
 

M./Hr./Mr. Jochen Conrad Head of Dangerous Goods Department 
  +41 (0)31 359 10 17 
E-mail jochen.conrad@otif.org 
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The terms used to describe persons are general and may be understood as referring to both males and females. 

 

Article 1 
Definitions 

For the purpose of these Rules, the term 

(a) “JCGE” shall apply to the Joint Coordinating Group of Experts; 

(b) "Member State" shall apply to one of the Member States or Associate Members of OTIF; 

(c) "OTIF" shall apply to the Intergovernmental Organisation for International Carriage by Rail; 

(d) “DG MOVE” shall apply to the Directorate-General for Mobility and Transport of the European Com-
mission; 

(e) “ERA” shall apply to the European Union Agency for Railways; 

(f) “Sector organisations” shall apply to the following international associations: International Union of Rail-
ways (UIC), Community of European Railway and Infrastructure Companies (CER), International Union 
of Wagon Keepers (UIP), Association of the European Rail Industry (UNIFE), International Union of 
Combined Road-Rail Transport Companies (UIRR) and the European Chemical Industry Council 
(CEFIC); 

(g) "Representative" shall apply to the physical person nominated by the authority responsible for legislation 
concerning the transport of dangerous goods by rail or by the authority responsible for legislation con-
cerning railway interoperability and safety in a Member State or by a sector organisation; 

(h) “Committees” shall apply to the RID Committee of Experts and the Committee of Technical Experts of 
OTIF and to the Committee on the transport of dangerous goods and the Railway Interoperability and 
Safety Committee (RISC) of the European Commission; 

(i) "RID" shall apply to the Regulation concerning the International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Rail; 

(j) “UTP” shall apply to the Uniform Technical Prescriptions of OTIF; 

(k) “TSI” shall apply to the Technical Specifications for Interoperability of the European Union; 

(l) “Working languages" shall apply to the working languages of OTIF, i.e. German, English and French; 

(m) “Items” shall apply to matters of substance related to interfaces between RID and general railway law 
(railway legislation concerning interoperability and safety), which require analysis and coordination by 
the JCGE;  

(n) “Convention” shall apply to the 3 June 1999 Protocol version of the Convention concerning International 
Carriage by Rail (COTIF) of 9 May 1980; 

(o) “Secretary General” shall apply to the Secretary General in accordance with Article 13 § 1 g) of the 
Convention. 
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Article 2 
Aim and actions 

§ 1 The aim of the JCGE is to contribute to consistent legislative development between RID and general 
railway law (railway legislation concerning interoperability and safety) and to avoid conflicting re-
quirements for vehicles and rail operations in respect of the carriage of dangerous goods by rail. 

§ 2 To achieve this aim, the JCGE may use the following process: 

(a) Receive items from the committees or identify items; 
 
(b) Examine the items and, if necessary, propose solutions to ensure compatibility and consistency 

between RID and general railway law (railway legislation concerning interoperability and 
safety); 

 
(c) Issue advice to the committees in respect of the items and concerning appropriate interfaces 

between RID and general railway law (railway legislation concerning interoperability and 
safety), with the purpose of: 
 
– Proposing modifications to the provisions of RID (protection objectives), 

– Where applicable, proposing a process for similar items, 

– Proposing modifications to railway legislation concerning interoperability and safety (tech-
nical provisions to implement the protection objectives), 

– Identifying the applicability/impact of the proposed modifications, 

– Taking into account the multimodal aspects of the proposed modifications. 

 

Article 3 
Composition  

§ 1 The JCGE shall be composed of the representatives and staff members of DG MOVE, ERA and 
OTIF. 

§ 2 The JCGE shall be composed of persons who have expertise in the field of legislation concerning the 
transport of dangerous goods by rail (dangerous goods expert) or in the field of railway legislation 
concerning interoperability and safety (railway expert). In general, the maximum number shall be: 

– One dangerous goods expert and one railway expert for each Member State represented; 

– One dangerous goods expert and one railway expert for each sector organisation represented; 

– One dangerous goods expert and one railway expert representing ERA for a relevant TSI; 

– One dangerous goods expert and one railway expert from the Secretariat of OTIF; 

– One dangerous goods expert and one railway expert from DG MOVE. 

§ 3 Member State authorities responsible for legislation concerning the transport of dangerous goods by 
rail or legislation concerning railway interoperability and safety, and sector organisations, shall no-
tify the Secretariat in writing of their representatives, specifying their name and functions. 
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Article 4 
Chair and conducting proceedings 

§ 1 The meetings shall be conducted by two co-chairs: 

– One co-chair proposed by the Secretariat of OTIF with a background in the carriage of danger-
ous goods by rail and 

– One co-chair proposed by DG MOVE with a background in general railway law (railway legis-
lation concerning interoperability and safety). 

Alternatively, the meeting may be conducted by one chair, proposed by either DG MOVE or the 
Secretariat of OTIF. 

§ 2 The JCGE shall approve the chair or the co-chairs at each meeting. The chair or the co-chairs remain 
in their role until the following meeting. 

The chair or the co-chairs shall support the Secretariat in  

(a) Preparing advice and technical reports in accordance with Article 8; 

(b) Monitoring the follow-up to advice in the committees or their working groups and reporting to 
the JCGE. 

§ 3 The chair or the co-chairs shall ensure that discussions take place in accordance with these Rules of 
Procedure, give the floor and announce decisions. 

§ 4 Decisions related to advice shall be taken by consensus, where possible. 

 

Article 5 
Secretariat  

§ 1 The Secretariat of the JCGE shall be provided by DG MOVE and the Secretary General of OTIF. 

§ 2 DG MOVE and OTIF shall provide administrative and logistical support for each meeting on an 
alternating basis, in particular: 

(a) In coordination with the chair or the co-chairs, draft and send the participating representatives a 
technical report and advice; 

(b) Make all the necessary arrangements for the organisation and holding of meetings, including 
the meeting venue. 

 

Article 6 
Meetings 

§ 1 JCGE meetings shall be convened on an ad-hoc basis. 

§ 2 Unless the JCGE decides otherwise, its meetings shall not be open to the public. 
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Article 7 
Invitation, agenda and documents 

§ 1 At the latest two months before the meeting opens, the Secretary General of OTIF, in coordination 
with the chair or the co-chairs and DG MOVE, shall send the representatives, the Secretariat of OTIF, 
DG MOVE and ERA: 

– an invitation showing the place, date and time of the opening of the meeting; 

– the provisional agenda, including a list of items submitted by the committees for discussion and 
analysis. 

These documents shall be sent to representatives, DG MOVE and ERA electronically. 

§ 2 The documents relating to the meeting shall be placed on the website of OTIF. 

§ 3 At the request of the committees or their working groups, additional items may be added to the 
agenda before it is adopted on the day of the meeting. 

 

Article 8 
Deliverables 

§ 1 The JCGE has two types of deliverables:  

(a) Technical reports summarising discussions concerning the items at the JCGE meetings. If no 
consensus can be reached on the technical reports, the majority view of the JCGE shall be indi-
cated and, where necessary, diverging views included; 

 
(b) Advice from the JCGE to the committees or their working groups, including, where relevant, 

proposals for legislative modifications. Advice shall take into account the technical reports. 

§ 2  The JCGE technical reports and advice shall be drafted by the Secretariat in coordination with the 
chair or the co-chairs. 

§ 3 The draft technical reports and advice shall be sent to the participants for review not later than two 
months after the meeting. 

§ 4 Within two weeks of the day the draft technical report and advice are sent, representatives shall notify 
the Secretariat in writing of any corrections they wish to make to the text. 

§ 5 The advice shall be subject to approval by the JCGE before being sent to the committees or their 
working groups. This may also be done by written consultation. 

§ 6 The Committees or their working groups may require that the JCGE advice be revised. 

 

Article 9 
Languages 

§ 1 Representatives of the JCGE may speak in any of the working languages. If a speaker speaks in 
German or French, his statements shall be interpreted simultaneously, orally and in substance, into 
English. Statements made in English shall not be interpreted into German or French. 

§ 2 Invitations, working documents, technical reports, draft advice and room documents shall be pre-
pared in English only. 
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§ 3 Advice sent to the committees or their working groups shall, after the substance has been approved 
by the JCGE on the basis of the English version, be translated by OTIF into all three working lan-
guages. 

 

Article 10 
Date of Application  

These Rules of Procedure shall be applied from 7 February 2019. 

 

 

Bern, 7 February 2019 On behalf of the Joint Coordinating Group of Experts (JCGE) 

 

The chair or co-chairs: 

 

 

(Name) (Name) 

 
__________ 


