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Information from Belgium 
 
 
 

SUMMARY 
 

Executive summary: Additional explanation on "extra-large tank-containers". 
 
Decision to be taken: / 
 
Related document: Informal document INF.18 
 
 
 
1. In informal document INF.18, Switzerland asks questions about a new type of tank-

container developed by BASF and the Belgian tank-container manufacturer Van Hool. 
 
2. The answers from the manufacturer are reproduced below (the numbering corresponds 

to the paragraphs of informal document INF.18): 
 

1. The 45’ and 52’ tank-containers are based on the technology of 20’, 30’, 40’ and 45’ 
containers which are already used in combined transport. 

 
6. These B-TCs are 100% compliant with RID, CSC and UIC regulations and are ap-

proved by the competent authorities. 
 
7. Some point of the requirements for tank-containers differ from the provisions for tank-

wagons and from the provisions for tank-vehicles (ADR). 
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For information: 
 
– the equivalent thickness in reference steel is 6 mm for the VAN HOOL built B-

TCs; the thickness was not reduced according to RID 6.8.2.1.19; 
 
– UIC 592 specifies 2g dynamic testing for tank ITUs and 3g for tank swap bodies 

intended to carry dangerous goods; 
 
– CSC does not require dynamic longitudinal impact tests; 
 
– the VAN HOOL built B-TCs have tank codes L4BH or L4DH. These groups of 

permitted substances do not require special provision TE 22. 
 
8. B-TCs are often more than twice the size of most commonly available tank-

containers: 
 
– VAN HOOL has produced several series 40’ and 45’ tank-containers, mainly for 

liquefied gases and (non dangerous) powders; 
 
– wagons frequently carry 2 x 7.82m – 35000 litres – swap tanks each, which 

means 70000 litres capacity per wagon. 
 
10. VAN HOOL performed 3 series of practical tests for 3 different models of B-TCs ac-

cording to CSC, UIC 592 and ISO 1496-3. 
 
These practical tests include 3g dynamic longitudinal impact tests according to 
UIC 592. 
 
In addition, SRS curves were created for the last impact at maximum speed. The min-
imum SRS curve according to ISO 1496-3/Amdt.1 and UN (Manual of Tests and Cri-
teria, 5th rev., Part IV Section 41) was exceeded in all points of the frequency range 
as well. 

 
3. The annex to this document contains the test reports of these 3 series of practical tests. 

(BVCT 15.07.0054/A, BVCT 17.07.0064/A and BVCT 17.07.0108/A). 
 
4. Van Hool is able to provide more technical documentation if necessary. 
 

__________ 




















































































