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The Secretariat’s note. This text is an unofficial consolidated version of the Regulation concerning 
the International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Rail (RID – Appendix C) to the Convention 
concerning International Carriage by Rail (COTIF) of 9 May 1980, as amended by the Protocol of 
Modification of 3 June 1999 (Vilnius Protocol) and the subsequent modifications which have entered 
into force, including any relevant corrections. This text is meant purely for information purposes and 
has no legal effect. OTIF does not assume any liability for its contents. The authentic versions of the 
Convention concerning International Carriage by Rail (COTIF) of 9 May 1980 in the version of the 
Modification Protocol of 3 June 1999 (Vilnius Protocol), and the subsequent modifications, are 
available on OTIF’s website. 
 

 
Modifications, including any relevant corrections, to the Regulation concerning the International 

Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Rail (RID – Appendix C) to the Convention concerning International 
Carriage by Rail (COTIF) in the version of the Modification Protocol of 3 June 1999 (Vilnius Protocol) 1 

 
 

Organ and session at which 
modifications were adopted 

Depositary 
notification 

Concerns Entry into 
force 

47th and 48th sessions of the Committee 
of Experts on the Transport of 
Dangerous Goods  
(16-20.11.2009 and 19-20.05.2010) 

Circular letter A 81-03/503.2010 of 30.06.2010 

 Appendix C – RID 01.01.2011 

  

                                                 
1  With regard to the 1999 Vilnius Protocol itself, two corrigenda were issued: A 56-01/506.2000 on 31.03.2000 and A 

56-01/502.2001 on 29.06.2001 

 
  

http://otif.org/fileadmin/user_upload/otif_verlinkte_files/05_gef_guet/06_notifi_10/A_81-03_503_2010_E.pdf
http://otif.org/fileadmin/user_upload/otif_verlinkte_files/05_gef_guet/06_notifi_10/NOT_2011_E.pdf
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Regulation concerning the International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Rail 
(RID - Appendix C to the Convention) 

Article 1 
Scope 

§ 1 This Regulation shall apply 

a) to the international carriage of dangerous goods by rail on the territory of the 
RID Contracting States, 

b) to carriage complementary to carriage by rail to which the CIM Uniform Rules 
are applicable, subject to the international prescriptions governing carriage by 
another mode of transport, 

as well as the activities referred to by the Annex to this Regulation. 

§ 2 Dangerous goods barred from carriage by the Annex must not be accepted for 
international carriage. 

Article 1bis 
Definitions 

For the purpose of this Regulation and its Annex, “RID Contracting State” means a Member 
State of the Organisation which has not made a declaration in respect of this Regulation in 
accordance with Article 42 § 1, first sentence, of the Convention. 

Article 2 
Exemptions 

This Regulation shall not apply, in whole or in part, to the carriage of dangerous goods for 
which an exemption is provided in the Annex. Exemptions may only be provided when the 
quantity or the nature of the exempted carriage of goods or the packaging would guarantee the 
safety of the carriage. 

Article 3 
Restrictions 

Each RID Contracting State shall retain the right to regulate or prohibit, for reasons other than 
safety during carriage, the international carriage of dangerous goods on its territory. 

Article 4 
Other prescriptions 

The carriage to which this Regulation applies shall remain subject to the national or 
international prescriptions applicable in general to the carriage of goods by rail. 
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Article 5 
Type of trains allowed. Carriage as hand luggage,  

registered luggage or in or on board vehicles 

§ 1 Dangerous goods may only be carried in freight trains, except 

a) dangerous goods which are acceptable for carriage in accordance with the 
Annex complying with the relevant maximum quantities and the special 
conditions of carriage in trains other than freight trains; 

b) dangerous goods which are carried, under the special conditions of the Annex, 
as hand luggage, registered luggage or in or on board vehicles within the 
meaning of Article 12 of the CIV Uniform Rules. 

§ 2 Dangerous goods may only be taken as hand luggage or carried or be handed over for 
carriage as registered luggage or in or on board vehicles if they meet the special 
conditions of the Annex. 

Article 6 
Annex 

The Annex shall form an integral part of this Regulation. 

* * * 

The text of the Annex will be that drawn up by the Expert Committee for the Carriage of 
Dangerous Goods, at the time of entry into force of the Protocol of 3 June 1999 modifying the 
Convention concerning International Carriage by Rail (COTIF) of 9 May 1980, in accordance 
with Article 19 § 4 of the latter. 

 

 

 


